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Multleultural commuwl‘cg

After World war 2, a large centre was established at wacol and hundreds of wigrants
avrived there as thelr flrst home tn Australia. The Sisters of Merey from across Brisbane
became aware of thelr weeds and spent school holidays and weekends supporting the
families who hao arrived. wWhile visiting the wWacol centre the Sisters lived at the Goodwna
convent. They collected clothes and held Buglish classes for the parents. They gathered the
children and conducted classes. They were able to organise for some of the older boys and
girls to attend Catholic boarding schools without any payment. Many younger children
were brought by bus to our school each day.

Many families from wacol Migrant Centre settled n the Goodna aven and sent thelr
children to our school. Awnin Bverett, a past student and teacher, remenmbers that the older
children in the school often assisted teachers in the lower grades with students who had Little
or no English.

In our school today there ave grandehilodren and great grandcehildren of the original families
who flrst settled bn the Goodna area when they Lleft the wacol Migrant Centre. Are You one

of the descendants from the original wacol families who settled here in Gooolna?

“We are rich with the gifts that so many bring - children from many lands.” School Song

Poland Hungar Yy Germany Austria
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Holland Yugoslavia

These flags represent the many cowntries Migrants came from to call the wacol Migrant
Centre home and to eventually settle in the Goodna
aren.
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